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t * $  MYRA SPENCER
REPORT D L Y D O N T  PHONE EARLHAM IOWA 
I  DEEPLY REGRET TO CONFIRM ON BEHALF OF THE UNITED STATES NAVY 
H A T  YOUR SON LTJG LARRY HOWARD SPENCER 6 7 4 0 8 5 /1 3 2 5  USNR IS  
M ISSING  IN  A C T IO N . T H IS  OCCURRED ON 18 FEBRUARY 1 9 6 6  WHEN HS 
AIRCRAFT F A IL E D  TO RETURN FROM A BARRIER COMBAT A IR  PATROL 
M IS S IO N  IN  THE GULF OF T O N K IN . YOU MAY BE ASSURED THAT EVERY 
EFFORT IS  BEING MADE WITH PERSONNEL AND F A C IL IT IE S  AVAILABLE  
TO LOCATE YOUR SO N . YOUR GREAT A N XIETY  IN  T H IS  S IT U A T IO N  IS  
UNDERSTOOD AND WHEN FURTHER INFORMATION IS  AVAILABLE CONCERNING 
THE RESULTS OF THE SEARCH NOW IN  PROGRESS YOU W ILL  BE PROMPTLY 
N O T IF IE D . I  J O IN  YOU IN  FERVENT HOPE FOR H IS  EVENTUAL RECOVERY 
A L IV E . I  WISH TO ASSURE YOU OF EVERY POSSIBLE ASSISTANCE TOGETHER 
WITH THE HEARTFELT SYMPATHY OF MYSELF AND YOUR SONS SHIPMATES 
AT T H IS  T IM E  OF HEARTACHE AND UN CER TA IN TY. I F  I  CAN A S S IS T  
YOU PLEASE WRITE OR TELEGRAPH THE C H IEF OF NAVAL PERSONNEL 
DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY WASHINGTON D C 2 0 5 7 0 .  MY PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE
CAN BE REACHED BY TELEPHONE AT OXFORD U 274 6  DURING WORKING 
HOURS AND OXFORD 4 2 7 6 8  AFTER WORKING HOURS. THE AREA IN  WHICH 
YOUR SON BECAME M ISS IN G  PRESENTS THE P O S S IB IL IT Y  THAT HE COULD 
BE HELD BY HO STILE FORCES AGAINST H IS  W IL L . ACCORDINGLY, FOR 
HIS SAFETY IN  T H IS  EVENT, I T  IS  SUGGESTED THAT IN  REPLYING  
TO IN Q U IR IE S  FROM SOURCES OUTSIDE YOUR IM M EDIATE FAM ILY YOU 
REVEAL ONLY H IS  NAME, RANK, F IL E  NUMBER AND DATE OF BIRTH
V IC E  ADMIRAL B J SEMMES JR C H IE F  OF NAVAL PERSONNEL.
On February 18, 1966, Myra Spencer of Earlham, 
Iowa, received a telegram delivering the news that 
her son Lieutenant Larry H. Spencer—a Navy ra­
dar intercept officer—was classified as missing in 
action after his plane failed to return from a mis­
sion to Thanh Hoa in North Vietnam. Later com­
munications confirmed he had been captured by 
the North Vietnamese when his F-4 Phantom was 
shot down over the Gulf of Tonkin, and with these 
events the Earlham native became Iowa's first 
Vietnam prisoner of war.
During the seven years of her son's captivity,
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